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SHARKS — HAZARD MITIGATION — DRUM LINES 

336. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 

I refer to the inability or unwillingness of the Minister for Fisheries to take additional measures to protect the 
people of Western Australia from sharks. Will the Premier of this state show some leadership and accept the very 
generous offer from New South Wales of five free SMART drum lines? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I do not accept the premise of the question from the member for Vasse and I will explain to you why. A few weeks 
ago, we extended the helicopter patrols throughout the surf beaches of the southern part of the state for an additional 
month. It is the longest period in history that those patrols have ever operated for. Under the minister, we have put 
in place additional satellite-receiving operations off the coast of Esperance that were not there before. We have 
put in place under this minister the deterrent subsidy for scientifically proven deterrents that in particular provide 
some safety for divers. They are three things that were not there under the former government. There is also the 
protective fence in Dawesville that this minister funded and has put in place, so that is four things that were not 
there under the former government, and then there is everything else that is there. 

I will now refer to New South Wales. The premise of the question is that somehow the New South Wales 
government has contacted us—it has not. There has been no contact from the New South Wales government to 
Western Australia. Even if there had been, it is pretty rude, to be honest, for some obscure guy from New South 
Wales to get onto a journalist here and pretend that somehow that is some sort of offer to Western Australia. 
I suspect that this obscure person from New South Wales—whose name I cannot remember—has been put up to 
it by the supreme media stuntman, Josh Frydenberg, and that somehow that will score him a headline and some 
coverage here in Western Australia. As we know, the only thing that Josh Frydenberg cares about in the whole 
word is getting his photo in the paper. 

I want to outline to members why the offer is worse than pathetic. To provide the state with five buoys, five hooks 
and five satellite receivers or providers is worse than pathetic. As anyone who understands these things would 
know, the cost of the SMART drum lines is in all the monitoring of the drum lines. Essentially, boats have to be 
available to monitor — 

Dr M.D. Nahan: Seriously. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Why don’t you listen and learn something? The reason these things cost so much is all in 
the fact that crews and boats have to be available to service those drum lines. The cost to the state is not in providing 
a hook and a buoy—anyone can do that. I can go to Boating, Camping and Fishing and buy a hook and a buoy. 
The cost is in the boat and the crews needed to monitor the drum lines in order to drag the shark back out to sea if 
one takes the line. The other point is this: we are awaiting the research out of New South Wales before we make 
any decision about SMART drum lines. But we also want to know, and I think this is a very good — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We also want to know what happens to the sharks after they are tagged as a result of this 
program. Do they immediately just swim back into shore? That is the sort of assessment — 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: That is the sort of proper, scientific assessment we would like to see. 
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